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r Dave Lavergne, left, Salvation Army of Fulton Courlty Captain Wefldy Senlor, Bella
Acro

ayfield and Jessica Romano, owner of the Romano Dance Academy in Johnstown,

pose for a photo to help promote this year's Salvation Army of Futton County Christmas Toy Drive,

FULTON COUNTY

Donations sought for Toy Drive

Salvation Army says gifts are needed for infants,

BY JASON SUBIK
The Leader-Herald

‘The 5th Annual Salvation Army
of Fulton County Christmas Toy
Drive Is facing a specific need
for toys for children ages 10 and
uF and for infants up to 3 years
of 3

Toy drive coordinator Ryan
Lorey, who also operates the Ful-
ton County Area News Facebook
page, has helped distribute about
50 toy collection boxes through-
out Fulton and Montgomery
counties over the past few weeks.

“There Is no Salvation Army
in Montgomery County. so the
Salvation Army helps out in

Montgomery now from up here
in Fulton County,” Lorey said. “A
luufwln,swi]l]mlpnuth(h
in Montgomery ity too”
Lorey on Sunday ﬂescrl'bcd
what he's seen this year so far for
|hemmlwycnllecﬁonerfom
“We typically don'
kids 10 and up,it's
get for that age, and al
ment we have nothing Ins(nch"
Lorey said. “And baby stuff too.
There's stulf people could
babies, and we have a hard time
getting baby itemns as well, and
people can donate infant clothes
and food too, not just toys™
Capt. Wendy Senior, the com-
man&ngoﬂ'lmoﬂhesﬂmm

Army of Fulton County, said
durmhglhe 2020 Ch};(eT:dur
son her ory tion 288
families m?u‘;lh:n and Montgom-
ery counties, todonate an
average of five to six toys each
for 506 children. She said the toy
drive also incdludes opportunitics
wdonamfood.hx w ﬂusmr
the Salvation

ertotal families e
whichshe :ttnblm:!wlmrvue:

APL
more availability of food at ﬁood.
pantries and additional mass food

drops.
“Last year, there were a lot of

older children

people who were |us! food, and
no tays involved, and that would
be a lot of seniors or single people
or homeless,” she said. *This yﬂr

GLOVERSVILLE

Plan to
establish
shelter

stymied

BY JASON SUBIK
The Leader-Herald

Mayor Vince DeSantis says his ad-
ministration’s plan to spend $200,000
from the city’s $1.5 million in federal
American Rescue Plan rundlrg toret-
rofit abuilding in the city nto a suitable
shelter for homeless men and women
can't go forward unless the Fulton
County Board of Supervisors s willing
to apply for a permanent state funding
stream to operate the facility.

DeSantis in October put forward his

plan for how to spend the $1.5 million

|n fedargl funding whlrh included

o bring an exist-

Ing hmlSing in Glnvemnl e in "a lo-

cihon l&va:mclyzum.d' uptothe

‘the city’s current building

mdes.nr tobuild a new building, to es-

tablish & central large dormitory Eacility
for homeless men and women.

“That can't be done unless ongo-
Ing, annual, operating expenses are
covered,” DeSantis sald. “So, we don't
have that yet. This is something we've
set-aside money for, but it's not fea-
sible to do at this time. There is the
potential for gelting state money for
operating expenses, but that's some-
thing the county Board of Supervisors
does not want to amy for. and it has
to be applied for by the county. That is
one of the roadblocks, because that is
ane ofthe possible souzces for ongoing

Rev. Richard Wilkinson, leader of the
Frcz Methodist Church of Gloversville,
said he and DeSantis have different vi-
sions for how a homeless shelter could
be established in Fulton County. De-
Santis has said he wanls a permanent
location for a shelter, while Wilkinson
has proposed 33 Bleecker St., the for-
mer YWCA, as a place where a Code
eless shelter could

ml.ndnymg‘ldﬂn'lnmdfvnd-
I need toys. I need gifts for my
children’ We see a trend in

Lorey said the toy drive effort
uses the Salvation Army’s “An-

ty.
He said participati loc:uom
in lhE two counties
", which are
tha1 can ‘ne hung on Fhrlsunas

See TOYS, page A2

becstabiahed ng nighls when the
tel ture gocs

Free Methodist Church has filed
a lawsuit against Gloversville secking
to overturn a prohibition against Code
Blue shelters in the city's "Downtown
Form-based overlay district”, which
includes 33 Bleecker St. Wilkinson
said the city of Gloversville has not
yel “answered” the lawsuit, and has

asked the court mlemfowlhne
extensions.

See SHELTER, page A2

Biden touts savings on insulin, other drugs for Amencans

BY RICARDO ALONSO-TALDIVAR
The Assoclated Press

'WASHINGTON — President foe
cﬁmﬂrn F‘W lh:ll::;o—
would deliv-
errmglc mi.r(mm pres(ripmu

consumers. lnve :l:morod l'or is
now in sight, he asserted.
But first the bill has to pass Con-
wl:ernpl\:riyofwbsudnm
mz]nlluh
Bmlmd loshullheﬁxmm
provisions overlooked
mlhepohﬁcal machinations over
his §2 trillion legisl which

agree that prescription
outrageously expensive in this
country,” Biden sald at the White
House.

“T'm committed to using every
tool [ have to lower prescription
costs for Americans consistent
‘with the drug companics
fair return on their investment,”
added.

But even if Biden and his fellow
Democrats succeed in their final
push to pass the legislation, a ma-
for political difficulty awaits them:
Dividends from their ption
won't show up

deals with issues from climate to
fzml]y life and taxes. Even before
over rising inflation, polls
wnsaslem}y showed support from
Americans across the political
spectrum for government action
to lower drug costs.
“It’s safe to say that all of us can

drog
ngh( n—ay,wh..lz the pain of rising
costs is real and present. Democrats
will have to point to promised, not
actual, savings in next year's mid-
term elections.

The biggest policy change — a
system for Medicare to negotiate
prices for prescription drugs —

are

won't begin to deliver lower costs

until 2025, and then only for a se-
lected set of 10 medicines, as well
:s Inwlill:'[:ﬂmdurlx'l‘henumhm
sul o negotiations wi

bulld with tme, reaching 100 in six
years and continuing to grow by 20
ayear.

Other prom:uru would take ef-
fect earli

. Coply! for insulin would be
limited to §35 a month, ﬂarhng in
2023, Biden called the high cost
insulin “one of the most epe@om

les” of medicines.

e was ntroduted 3t the Whise
House by a young woman, Jesha
Meza, who couldn’t afford insulin
for ber Type 1 diabetes and was
hospitalized in a coma.

# Drugmakers would be required
0 pay rebates to Medicare i they

See DRUGS, page A2
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Presldent Joe Biden speaks from the East Room of the whhe
House on Monday Abom his adminlsumlons plans to lo
the costs of rm:nptl

capping
disuhﬁﬂs havel.u pay for drugs.

drugs, letting Medicare ne tiale
how mul:h senlors and people with

S Tuesday's Forecast- Map, Page AS Pidatgctapipert
Mostly cloudy Or 1o subscribe,

High: 31 Low: 22 Call (187738272

)]

KR

[

AN

Az
AS
AS

5
A5

https://digital.clivesoftware.com/olive/odn/dailygazettetheleaderherald/printpages.aspx?doc=DLYGAZTLH/2021/12/07 &from=1&to=1&ts=20211208030...

17



3/23/22, 1:10 PM

A2 o TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2071 ¢

The Leader Herald, Tuesday, December 7, 2021, pages'from 2to2

LOCAL/NATION

THE LEADER-HERALD

JOHNSTOWN

Chief: Heating unit culpnt in blaze above Hot Dog Hut

BY ANDREW WAITE
The Leader-Herald

Thursday cvening, a pas
beater came into con-
tact with dﬁpﬁ. igmtmga

flames to one roam, Heber-
er said. However, the third-
floor apartment and the

reopen as of Monday, Heber-
ersaid.

fire,

Fire Chief Bruce Heberer,
Fast action limited the

d; of the fire that oc-

curred above the Hot Dog

Hut Cafe, containing the

The resid of both
u&nmenu were home at
ime of the fire, but no

one was injured, Heberer
said. Two cats, one from
each apartment, were also

rescued, g 1o the were hile, the Hot Dog
fire chief, |hm-qu|ri m( ll out qukk Hut's voicemail said the cal-

rinkman, who works  and lirni ery would be closed until
at Palmer Pharmacy next Hr.-beru said the third- Monday or Tuesday, but “we

door to the Hot Dog Hut,
sald he was at work at about
630 p.m. when a man came
into the pharmacy to tell him
about the third-story blaze.
“I went outside, and sure
[enough] there was a fire.
Flames were coming out
Wi " Bris said.
*The police and firemen

floor apartment sustained
smoke and fire damage, while
the second-floor apartment
sustained water damage. He
also credited the building’s
!ptl:lk]ef systern with helj

ing to contain the blaze. l’r
said neither apartment was
“totally destroyed” but said
"huge cleanup” is necessary,

will reopen sometime next
week [meaning the week of
Monday, Dec. 6)"

The Johostown Police
Department and The Glov-
ersville Fire also

nded to the scene.

Heberer sald Thursday’s
fire is a pood reminder that
heating units most be kept

a safe distance from drapes
and other objects that can
catch on fire.

“You've got to keep the
combustibles at least 18
wind o Aryhig on
Wi €an blow. can
happen.”

Andrew Waite can be

VoL

IRE DEP]

RYAN LOREY PHOTO

Jalden Farrington, a youth volunteer for the Toy Drive from Broadalbin, poses for
aphoto MththeMeeoﬁm truck.

Continued from page Al
Trees which contain a m
cific child’s ED number,

name, age, er, clothi
sizes, aﬁ mlmas wisl
iems'lhelaglm allthe pec-

boxes can be found include
the Walmart Supercenter
in Glu\cmrzl.lu, Fulton
Center for Rehabilitation and
Nursing and three locations
used by the First Choice
Financial Federal Credit
Union including their main
branch office in Gloversville,
: :mﬂlle: branch inside the

}l:eds o pu:ch:se lhe ifts
"
lon:yu]d :ﬂ:rfoulm

mo!':g:'::nmwofﬁm
Counly eveloped great
knowledge of the needs of
specific children in the two

“We've gotten bigger and
better at this every year,” Lo-
rey said. “What's nice about
our pro%am is that, while
there’s a Jot of good toy pro-
grams out there, but what's
really nice about our toy
drive is that we know who

isactually
goingmgﬂﬂuﬂ'l]u(lhey

e and or need,

a l.ora(lon near the thvml
shop in Vail Mills.

Lorey said the central
hub for denating toys in
Montgomery County is the
Montgomery County Sher-
iff’s Office in Fultonville.
t_"[hey: d{:‘l;wn g0 out and,
ifanel [person or some-
body can't get to the shet-
ifi"s office, and they want
1o donale a toy, theyll send
a patrol car to that person's
house," Lorey

VOLUNTEERS STILL
NEEDED FOR RED
KETTLE CAMPAIGN
Another key aspect of
1he Salvation Army’s annual
Christmas season activities is
the orgznlzaﬁon‘s 130th Red

of the other toy proj
Dt st a0 provide toys
ta families”

In Fulton County some of
the locations where the Sal-
vation Army toy collection

%zln \'kmly%mlor said
el Salvation Army

of Fulton County deploys
‘two red kellles, one at the
Price t in Johnstown
and the other at the Walmart

Supercenter in Gloversville,
to collect money to help the
needy.

Senior said in 2020 she bad
about 12 volunteers available
to monitor the two red ket-
tles and ring bells to hnlp
snljmhludmut 13'1;: so far
2021 tobe amore
Giffcult year to recmt voi
unteers.

“I had many more peo-
ple willing to volunteer on
a regular basis last year —
this year Lhave three,” Senior
said. "And at the same time, |
have less le piving.™

Senior that alf
she has fewer volunteers to

it ns, year's
edition of the Red Kettle

for people to use
l:t;pson il smarm
such as Google Pay and Ap-
ply Pay, to contribute money
to the cz

“Price Chopper will let
us leave our stand up when
there is no Kettle person
there because people can
use those payment apps lo
donate money, even when

there” Senior said. "People

can just walk up to the Kettle

and just make a payment.”
Senior said people who

are interested in volunteer-
Eg should call her office at
7254119,

Shelter

Continued from page Al

Wilkinson said a recent

“unstable housing”, which
includes “couch surfers,
squatters, or limited func-
tioning house conditions™

ville. He said each night the

goes below 12

and Gloversville and

Fulton Couaty continue to
lack a homeless shelter, the
amount of unnecessary hu-
Wilkinson said the In-

sent to the Fulton County
Board of Supervisors but
he has no plans to make a
presentation asking them
1o apply for state funding
until and unless the court
system rules in favor of his
church's lawsuit seeking to
establish 33 Bleecker Street
asthe “Center of Hope™ Code
Blue temporary shelter for
Gloversville. He said if he Is

willing to give up any state

funding the Center of Hope

could receive for operating
after

permancn! shelter.
*If the city really wants to
do [a permanent shelter), 1
would be willing to open the
Center of Hope until the city

The former YWCA located at 33 Bleeker St. In Gloversville served as a Code Blue shelter last year.

‘has theirs off the ground,”
Wilkinson said. “What the
city wants to do — 1 don't
know — but it seems like it's
a couple of years out, so I've
told the mayor, | said "Look,

let me open, until you're
ready to open yours, and
then 1 will close the doors.”
He’s not even willing to get
people off the street now.”
DeSantis said solving

the problem of inadequate
shelter available to home-
less people is important to
him, but the detalls need
to be worked out in a way
that a suitable location can

be identifled in the areas of
the clly that allow a Code
Blue temporary shelter and
then a permanent funding
stream to operate the facility
is established. He said he will

ERICA MILLER/THE LEADER-HERALD

need support from the Fulton
‘County Board of Supervisors
in order to move forward
with creating a shelter.

“At this point, we're at a
stand-still,” DeSantis said.

Drugs
Continued from page Al

Taise prices faster than in-
flation, starting that same
ear. The provision would
{mchl people with private
insurance as well
+Medicare recipients with
‘high drug costs would final-
ly get a cap on their annual
inancial exposure, $2,000
starting in 20.

+ Shingles vaccines and
other shots covered under
Medicare's “Part D* phar-
macy benefit would be cosi-
free to consumers, starting in
2024

“The social legisiation has
passed the House and is

pending before the Senate,
w]me the gm.l remains to

before Christmas.

bgmmﬁdpbarmmm—
At s

ble of the prescr
pmvislm:s. even block g;e
They that
hmltson thelr ability to set
prices vmu]d snﬂ! invest-

mmu that fucl

of the legislation from the
nonpartisan Kaiser Fami-
ly Foundation found that
Medicare negotiations would
‘pur downward pn:?xrd' on
‘ur n.'iﬂms, other
provisions of the legislation
would also reduce out-of-
pocket costs for those who

are ptlvnld} Insured.
A Kaiser Found, poll

ta develop new drugs”
Biden said the industry has
lost the pricing debate with

the American people.
“Diabetes, Alzheimer's,
cancer — so many other
diseases. They don't care
whethr.um are s Democrat
ican,” wdl!:den

need Congress to
ﬁhcute job," he H'nplias:zod.

5n a smn.me]:l following
Biden's speech, Stephen l.
head of the industry
lobby Pharmaceutical Re-
scarch and Manufacturers
of “a g
bill pmmed a
san process will not provide
giems struggling to afford
ir medici b

from October found llul
more than 8 in 10 Americans
favor allowing Madicare to
negotiate prices, including
95% of Democrats, 82% of
independents and 71% of
blicans. Most in the
poll agreed with a statement
dnl “even if US. prices were
lower, would

relief”
But a recent overview

still make enough money to
immhlberesgxlmhnmdad

Biden bill draw from Hrliﬂ'

I:Ikylzllon that w:! su -

!mlfaﬂu‘l Ioad\:nﬂ.
'T‘hm include the cap on
out-of-pocket costs for se-
niors and penalties on drug
«companles that raise prices
faster than inflation.

The $35 monthly copays
‘were also introduced under
Trump through regulation,

and are now available In a
though growing num-

‘ber of Medicare prescription
plans. Biden would greatly
expand access and benefits.
Meanwhile, Medicare re-
ciplents are about to get an

illustration of

About half of next year's
$21.60 increase to Medicare's
“Part B* monthly outpatient
premium is due to the pro-
gram’s need to financiel-
Iy prepare for a pending
coverage decision on a
§56,000-a-year Alzheimer's
drug called Aduhelm. No-
tices have already gone out
to millions of seniors telling
them their cost in January
will jurnp to $170.10.
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